








DID YOU KNOW?

An average family of four can conserve over 100 gallons of water each day...which is

certainly more than just a drop in a bucket! Taking shorter showers and turning off the
water while brushing your teeth are just a few ways that you can save water. For additional
tips, go to www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/ways_to_save_water/hcisw.shtml

EXTERIORS AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

CUF Team Uses Green Building to Maintain the Campus’ Character

Columbia University Facilities’ Exteriors and
Historic Preservation (EHP) division works

to improve the University's sense of place

on campus and in the Morningside Heights
neighborhood by restoring its building fabric.

For EHP, restoration often involves the
replacement of damaged and missing building
elements and the cleaning of building facades. By
restoring or “recycling” existing buildings instead
of demolishing and building new ones, EHP helps
the University to reduce its carbon footprint

and embodied energy— the quantity of energy
required to manufacture a product, material or
service or to supply it to the point of use.

EHP’s team of five project managers (architects,
conservators and engineers) maintain a portfolio
of more than 250 buildings, an overwhelming
majority of which were built in the late 1890s and
1900s. To capture the original architectural design
of each building, EHP pays critical attention to a
building’s details—color, texture, coursing, etc.

It is also important that they reference historic
images of each structure, a majority of which

are tax photographs taken between 1939 and
1941 by the local government to document the
buildings. In addition to photos, EHP uses other
buildings within the campus and neighborhood

as inspiration, particularly since many of these
buildings were designed by the same architects
with similar materials and details.

Since its inception, Exteriors and Historic
Preservation has made significant contributions
to the campus and neighborhood. Building 44
Morningside Drive, located on the southwest
corner of 115th Street and Morningside Drive,
went through a significant transformation after
the completion of two projects in 2003 and

DIRECTOR'S CHAIR — GO GREEN EAST HARLEM

by Ed Lauth, Director for Commercial Property Services

When you take a moment to think about it, the
word green can be a pleasant homonym; you know,
one of those words that are spelled the same

but have different meanings. Green can be that
flawless, manicured area on a golf course where
every golfer wants to get to in the fewest amount
of strokes, that sunny gathering place in the

village for family recreation, or those all important
rectangles of paper with pictures of past presidents
we receive on pay day. Dissenters may disagree and
even feel a little “green around the gills” in running
across another one of these environmentally
conscious essays, but the definition of green |

like to equate with environmental stewardship

is “something not being fully developed or
mature.” Even though we all have heard and

read about conservation and the environment for
decades, | feel there is still much we can all do to
make a difference. As my colleague Nelson Falcon,
Residential Operations Director, pointed out in the
Fall 2007 edition of the Directors Chair, "“it's
clear that we have to change the way we live

if we are to reduce carbon dioxide emissions
and have a chance at stabilizing, or even better,
reversing global warning.”

For the past few months it has been my pleasure to
collaborate with a unique group of organizations

in creating Go Green East Harlem Seminars for
Supers, a series of free workshops for residential
superintendents in East Harlem, focusing on
recycling, water and energy conservation,
Integrated Pest Management, cleaning and tree
care. While the primary goal of these workshops

is to present maintenance techniques that Supers
can use to reduce a building’s impact on the
environment, the superintendent’s success in
implementing those techniques will largely depend
on the cooperation they can get from their tenants.

In March, the Go Green Seminar committee held
our most recent workshop on Energy and Water
conservation. “Why bother to conserve,” one may
ask, “My use of electricity and water is so small
and insignificant compared to the city and world
around me. What difference does it make?”

The answer of course is that everyone’s participation
is important! Sure, it won't be that lamp you hardly
ever turn off that creates a major blackout; or that
wasted drop of water that depletes our reservoirs;
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2005. The six-story building now boasts a new
cornice, parapets, granite planters, entrance
doors, and decorative metalwork.

To be counted among these improvements are
the installation of “green roofs”—lush vegetative
roof tops—at 423 West 118th Street (above
Radio Perfecto) and 635 West 115th Street,
where the University's Office of Environmental
Stewardship is located. Additionally, the facades
of 435 West 119th and 434 West 120th (both on
Amsterdam Avenue) were cleaned, after which

a surprising variety of color in the brickwork was
uncovered beneath the 100 years worth of dirt.

In striving to improve the University’s streetscapes
and its historic facades, EHP often plans their
production schedules around the academic
calendar to take into account the presence of
students, faculty, and staff. Also, sensitivity is
given to Columbia’s neighboring communities
and their traffic and lifestyle concerns.

Exteriors and Historic Preservation has an
ongoing list of projects which will be used to
revitalize the campus. Their work is not only
essential to preserving the University's history,
but it also positively impacts Columbia’s

vast neighborhood.

or, allegorically speaking, your straw that breaks

the camel’s back, but it is all cumulative and with
enough people caring we can lighten the load

on that poor camel, keep our streets and homes

lit, and save that extra drop of water for the future
should our children, grandchildren or neighbors find
themselves in desperate need for it.

Now that spring is here with the color Green
abundant all around, let that vibrant hue,
evoked in we human observers by radiant
energy, be a reminder of the initiatives and
action we can all participate in to help our
environment. “Go Green East Harlem! Go

Green Morningside Heights!”For more
information on Go Green Seminars, go to
www.cenyc.org/supergreen.



